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Vessel, earthware, wheel thrown, raqu fired, 35 cm. high
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Vessel, Stoneware, hand building, 1050°%, 43 cm. high
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Vessel, earthware, wheel thrown, 1000°, 35 cm. high
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"Smoke" presents the work of three pottery and ceramic sculpture artists: Jean Mayer, Judith Halfon, and Yael Gurfinkel-Pasternak. Each of them instills
a unique essence into objects - pots, bowls, and sculptures - "coated" in a smoke fire finish.

Smoke firing is the final stage in the production of forms created in a variety of techniques, designs, and material constructions. As | have stated before, the
pots all share a basic similarity in terms of the procedure by which they are produced. They serve as a shell for an inner space, bearing witness to the tension
between the symmetrical and static on the one hand, and the movement on the surface of the glazed, liquid surface on the other. When at the mercy of the
flame, the unglazed may be given the appearance of a breathing material or may be covered with a carefully formulated pattern, but the results are always
invariably surprising.

Some works appear to be making a two-fold statement, one in the volume and the other in the surface. In some, the tones link the form to nature - sky, water,
earth and fire.

One impression created by these works is the appeal of a variety of images for the artist, whose intense concentration reflects an attempt, prompted by an
emotional and impulsive inner reality, to use the inanimate container to grasp the connection between the internal and external worlds. The artist's charged
vital energy generates the strength, determination and will to seek the unity between the inner self and the outer world in the man-made object.
On the surface of "smoked containers," battles between light and darkness are waged, the presence of both reflected on the surface. In a work in which every
sport is permeated by smoke, light and shadow serve to enhance the depth and richness and become an actual part of the object's form.
The smoke can be produced by a variety of methods in which embers, twigs, sawdust or bits of paper or newspaper are burnt either in the ground or in a
kiln or other heating device. The fire is allowed to do what it will, while the artist waits in anticipation, watching the flames and inhaling the odor of smoke, for
the unpredictable and exciting finishing touch it will put on the work. The flames lick at the interior and the surface of the piece, and finally present the artist
with their offering.

Jean Mayer's works in the exhibition reveal a greater freedom of form in the enlarged proportions of her bowls and pots, than in the past. Today she aims at
simplicity, using high firing stoneware clay, for her hand built pots. The black smoke, creates variegated patterns and movements on the surface muting the
colors and enhancing the forms of the finished object. Judith Halfon displays works in this exhibition that are different from what she has shown in the past
in their brown hue, the color of the burnt smoking earth, and the "raku" oxide firing technique. Her pots radiate a classic, elegant harmony, born of a vision
of ornamentalism, like luxury items. Touches of the east can be found in the design of the pot, especially in the lid. All her works exhibit the same texture,
seemingly crude, coarse and somewhat pitted, but they are in fact created with a delicate precision and a care for the slightest detail to ensure that each
has the most pleasing appearance.

Yael Gurfinkel-Pasternak's works combine a beauty of form with the clean line of the contents. They are "containers" of sorts with uniquely designed
volumes that open out and close in on themselves in intriguing stillness. The warm brown predominating her current works is a sign of the quality of control
in choosing the material, operating the potter's wheel, firing the piece, and producing the final finish, including the smoking. The result is perfect silent whole,

galvanizing in its presence.
Ina Aruetty, Currator.
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Jean Mayer

Born in London, UK

Studied art at Chelsea and Camberwell School of Art, London
Emigrated to Israel and settled on Kibbutz Ein Ha-Shofet
Thaught art Regional High School Harei Efraim

Thaught ceramic art in the Haifa University Art Department
Member of the International Academy of Ceramic Art

Creates pottery and ceramic sculpture at her kibbutz studio

Has participated in numerous solo and group exhibitions
in Israel and abroad.

Judith Halfon

Born in Milan, Italy

Studies at the Camden Art Center, London

Studies painting and drawing at Haifa University

Studies pottery at the Wizo-Hadassah Canada School, Haifa
Lives in Ein Hod, producing and teaching pottery in her studio

Has participated in numerous solo and group exhibitions
in Israel and abroad.

Yael Gurfinkel-Pasternak

Born in Israel

Studies sculpture and ceramics at the Avni School of Art, Tel Aviv
Specializes in ceramics under Micky Kreizer

Works in Old Jaffa in a spacious pottery studio producing hand-
painted practical articles, most for export, on the potter's wheel
Creates unique pottery and teaches in her own studio

Has participated in group exhibitions in Israel and abroad.
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Initiative: Art & Culture Authority, Ramat-Gan. Administration: Eli Lavi. Currator: Ina Aruetty. Photography: Noa Shteichman. English: Sara Kitai. Print: Sabinsky.



