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Sand and Rock

Our tour to the crates of the Negev took place in the middle of the winter
of 1994, after the flood.

We came to see the exquisite scenery that include plenty of forms,
amazing colors, a panorama of sculptural masses and very rich textures.

Long term process on the earth’s crust, like the burst of lava, the cooling
of the lava and the following erosion of rocks, lead to the formation of
silicate clay deposits. Those deposits found in the crates today are the
source of the raw material we use to make ceremics.

Creating ceramics is actuaily a reverse direction of the geological
processes. The ceramic artist with his bare hands take the soil, wet it
and then burn it to make stoneware out of it, stoneware which
resembles the original rocks.

Most of the good quality clay deposits of Israel is located at the crates of
the Negev. Mining and supplying the silicate material for ceramics are
done by two companies: Harsit Vechol Zach and Yehou.

The meeting between the artists and the landscape is the main idea for
organizing this tour and the following exhibition.

It emphasizes the link between the landscape scenery and the raw
material from which it is made. The strong impression invoked by this
exposure to the sublime beauty of the view, is transformed to art objects
by using the same raw material gathered at the crate.

Seeking local authenticity has been one of the most important chapters
of the artists in Israel at the beginning of Zionism. This locality took the
shape of going back to the sources, using local clay.

Making ceramic art means to deal with the soil, bring it to life, make the
objects grow from it. In their art, each and every artist gives his own
personal interpretation of the landscape and uses his professional skills
and experience in creating beautiful art.

Yocheved Marx

Dorit Dinur Curators



Special thanks to:  Ministry of Science and Arts
Arts and Culture Administration

Arts and Culture Division



ROCK AND STONE — mAY 1994

@ The Turkish Railway Station Gallery — Tuviahu Av.
Visual Arts College Beer Sheva
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