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Israel Banker is a young ceramist who
was born (1943) in Russia and educated in
Israel and Brazil. He studied ceramics for
five years, first at the Sao Paulo Institute
for Fine Arts and later at Studio D'ely and
Studio Ruth (Sao Paulo). After coming to
Israel in 1965, he worked for a period of
two years in several local ceramic fac-
tories — “‘Lapid’”, “"Na’'aman’’ and ‘Pal-
ceramic’ — which gave him a knowledge
of industrial ceramics.

The ceramics of Hannah Charag-Zuntz,
which he first saw in a special exhibit at
the Museum Haaretz (1967), made a very
strong impression on Banker and eventually
modified his own style. The influence of
her work led him to explore the possibi-
lities of natural clays and to prefer simple
and basic shapes.

Today Banker has a studio in Haifa where
he makes pottery on the wheel : delicate
and thin-walled vessels which by their
reddish-brown colour and natural gloss re-
mind one of terra sigillata ware. For his
pottery he uses a light and well-levigated
- clay (also serving for slip), which he pre-
pares himself from raw materials conta-
ining the right amounts of metal oxides
and fluxes. The raw materials he finds in
special deposits at various places in the
country. His vessels, covered by a very
thin slip, are fired at 1050°C — 1250°C.,
once only. This produces a soft and natural
surface gloss, without recourse to wax
polishing, burnishing or glazing.

Banker makes pottery both for decoration
and for everyday use. His ceramics are
simple, pleasant and uncluttered, subdued
in colour, neatly and precisely finished,
with the emphasis on the nature of the
clay.

This is his first one-man exhibition. Pre-
viously he has participated in collective
exhibitions : Salau Paulista de Belles Artes,
Sao Paulo (1964, 1965) ; Applied Artistic
Ceramics Exhibition, Museum Haaretz, Tel
Aviv (1973 ,special mention); International
Exhibition of Industrial Ceramics, Frank-
fort on Main (1973).
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