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“Submarines”
2001, hand building
stoneware

“Submarines”
2002
mixed techniques
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I work with unpainted materials in order to emphasize
their essence and sensuality. My works relate to simple
basic forms associated with the culture, nature, and colors
of the region, as well as with the ambivalent existence in
it. For me, the creative process is based on construction and
deduction. My inspirations are fissures, infusions, footstools,

and submarines.
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“Stone Throne”
2002

wheel thrown
and altered

“Untitled”

2002

wheel thrown, stoneware,
terra sigillata, sand
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My series of sculptures is related in different ways to
stones. Stones are universal objects. They can be found
everywhere in the world. They are associated with the
essence of time, the infinity of form, and our relations with
the natural environment. Stone is also an ancient building
material, and stones were used as tools and weapons; in
the last sense, they even have the same connotation today,

at least where | live.
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“Growth 1"

2001

adobe, paper clay,
smoking

“Brick”
2002
adobe, porcelain
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The title of the work, “Growth 1”- part of a larger project
| am working on-represents for me a prolonged process of
growth that has been going on for over forty years.
Today, as a ceramic artist, | am focusing on exhibitions of
paper clay, paper fiber, porcelain, raku, and adobe. Our desert

landscapes are one of the major influences on my work.
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Y1 77n  MARK YUDELL

“Untitled”
hand building,
smoking, raku

“Curtain on the World”
2001
mixed media
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The world has gotten smaller than ever before, and at the
same time, people have grown farther apart.

| created my “curtain” in the hope that the viewers would
understand how close we can be if we only make the
effort. The work represents the sun and the sea. Between
them are several worlds or people: different from each
other but basically similar. They also represent the sperm

and the egg-the source, our beginnings.



This exhibition of the judges’ choices for the 2001
Rothschild Foundation Prize for Ceramic Sculpture shows
not only the unerring eye for quality needed by such
individuals, but also a readily discernible common
denominator in the work of the four prize winners. While
this was not the aim of the panel, the existence of a
shared aspect is evidence of the consistency and similarity

of the judges’ perception of art.

Ceramic sculpture is a very broad field that deals with a
wide range of subjects: personal and social questions, as
well as issues of material and design. Despite the
differences between the work of the four winners of the
2001 Rothschild Foundation Prize for Ceramic Sculpture,
Ronit Zor, Marcelle Klein, Ruth Shomroni, and Mark
Yudell, to my mind they all reveal a deep tie to nature.
They consist of simple forms with almost no overlay of
color, reflecting a desire to highlight the qualities of the
material and its profound connection to the earth, which
is given a new interpretation in light of mankind'’s

destructive attitude to nature and the environment.

Ronit Zor, awarded first prize, turns submarines into a
group of objects arranged in what seems like a rite of
“return to nature”. Marcelle Klein, awarded joint second
prize, creates structural shapes she sees as magnifications

of simple pebbles and sand. The other joint second

A Natural Choice-Winners of The Rothschild Foundation Prize For Ceramic Sculpture, 2001

prizewinner, Ruth Shomroni, offers staged situations that
allow the viewer to experience and re-evoke the essence
of natural feelings. Third prizewinner Mark Yudell devises
personal rites through which he connects with both

natural and supernatural worlds.

In contrast to the recent trend of ceramic artists to blur
the borderlines between media to the extent that they
may even lose their identity, the group of artists displayed
here show (and thereby evidence the approach of the
panel of judges) that contemporary sculpture can be
created from ceramic materials. Using simple yet
meticulously formed shapes, they make a strong statement

with an enigmatic presence.

I would like to congratulate the winners of the 2001
Rothschild Foundation Prize for Ceramic Sculpture: Ronit
Zor, Marcelle Klein, Ruth Shomroni, and Mark Yudell, and
to wish them all continued success in their artistic careers.
| am grateful to Ms Ina Aruetty, the curator, for mounting
this exhibition at Aharon Kahana Museum, and for the great
effort invested in designing and producing it, undertaken
out of her recognition of the importance of affording the

general public the opportunity to view these works.

Shlomit Bauman

Ceramic Artists Association of Israel



The exhibition of the four winners of the 2001 Alex de
Rothschild Foundation prizes is very different from last
year’s exhibition which dealt with the art of the vessel.
This time the theme is ceramic sculpture, the product of
an artistic language addressing a variety of subjects and
focusing on a material event. It brings the four artists
together in another way entirely. The common
denominator here is the attempt to deal with a subject
while conveying the experience of design and creation
through the material. In a sense, each artist is conducting
a monologue that is unique primarily in the nature of the
materials and the manner in which they are combined
and juxtaposed. And each artist presents a different
context in terms of the content, material, and coloration
of the work. The exhibition is thus constructed as a
collection of “sculptural” images and objects that offer
four different perceptions of ceramic sculpture.

We are pleased to again be hosting an exhibition of the
Alex de Rothschild Foundation, and would like to thank
Mrs. Ruth Corman and the Israeli Ceramic Artists
Association for their collaboration in initiating and

mounting the exhibition.

Ina Aruetty
Director, Aharon Kahana Museum

Ramat Gan
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RONIT ZOR
MARCELLE KLEIN
RUTH SHOMRONI

MARK YUDELL
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