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In a broad sense, ceramic art involves the original creation of bodies through disciplined
manipulation of material. Historically, ceramic art was identified with functional utensils for
life necessities. Today, industrialization has limited the need for such manual creation and as a
consequence ceramic art, like other arts, has changed its tradition and its meanings.
In Israel, the number of ceramic artists has increased greatly since the establishment of the State,
and the art is in a process of constant development, materially, technologically, and most of all
conceptually, beyond the historical context of a rooted Canaanite art, to a functionalism on a
sophisticated level. Although many of its elements are drawn from ancient tradition, the new
techniques and the influence of modern design stimulate the artists to quests for new ways and
to the creation of original and different meanings with contemporary messages.
The aesthetic values possess a distinctive personal declaration in the direction of creating
objects in a diversity of approaches, from purely decorative art to art with a social message.
In the present exhibition experienced artists are participating beside young artists, and most
of them are also known abroad. Together they create a line that is dynamic in ideas, in
technique, and in openness to new materials which expand the range of creative possibilities
beyond what was possible in the past.

Ina Aruetty.

Participants:

Tzipi Iti Agi Yoelli

Tania Engelstein Doron Yacbi
Naomi Bitter, Nora Kohavi Varda Yatom
David Blumenthal [lit Lechtman
Gila Ben-David David Morris
Ziva Ben-Arav Hana Miller

Anat Barel Sonia Natra
Felicity Yacbi Bernstein Gaya Smith, Eviatar Kipnis
Lea Dolinsky Idit Adi

Shelly Harari Gdula Ogen
Pnina Zamir Etel Pissaroff
Judith Halfon Rina Kimchie
Magdalena Hefetz Boris Rubinstein
Dalit Tiar Lea Sheves
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The Israel - Istanbul 92 exhibition being held at the Aharon Kahana House and the Constant
Gallery in Ramat Gan, constitutes a milestone in ceramic art in Israel.

For the first time in 28 years, Israeli ceramic art is to be shown at the prestigious Congress of
the International Academy of Ceramics, which has 400 members in 43 countries and is based in
Geneva, Switzerland. The Congress is held biennially, and this time will take place in Istanbul,
Turkey. The countries chosen to exhibit at the present Congress are Germany, France and Israel.
Among the Academy's members are leading ceramic artists from all over the world, museum
directors, professors and art critics. The Ceramic Artists Association of Israel is a member body
of the Academy, and 5 ceramic artists are members in their own right.

Following this distinguished invitation, the Arts and Culture Authority of the Ramat Gan City
Council and the Ceramic Artists Association of Israel are exhibiting the best works by some 29
artists, chosen from 50 artists who applied to participate. This is the exhibition which will
represent Israel in Istanbul.

The exhibition is being presented under the auspices of the Ministry of Education and Culture
and the Minsitry of Foreign Affairs. Visits were made in most of the artist's workshops, and the
works were selected meticulously to present a representative line and to give expression to the
variety of approaches and uses of material in this art.
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