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The spirit of one unknown donkey named Ephraim —

an apparition from the past, a specter, a faint flicker —
furnished the conceptual and material foundation for the
exhibition "Donkey." It is not a thematic group exhibition
which pursues donkey images in Israeli art. Instead, it
focuses on the grave (‘asinine'?) situation of ceramics as
a medium in the field of Israeli art. It strives to touch
upon life and death, upon the intertwined physical

and mental dangers threatening practitioners of art in

general, and ceramics in particular.

In many cultures the donkey suffers from a negative
image, lacking glamour and charisma. May Israeli
ceramics be compared to a donkey, an animal devoid
of distinction, which carries on its back stigmata

of mediocrity, unattractiveness, and grayness; an

inexpensive, obedient, "technical,” wretched animal?

Lidia Zavadsky's heritage was assimilated into the body
and spirit of the donkey Ephraim. Their interwoven fates
became her legacy, calling upon ceramic artists to climb
on his back and embark on a stubborn journey, replete
with pitfalls, across bridges and boundaries.

Donkey: Floor Plan

The exhibition dominates all three floors of the Benyamini
Center. Every floor features a dialogue between two
artists, which extends into a multi-party exchange among

works on the building's various levels.

Floor I: Lidia Zavadsky & Hila Amram

The gallery's ground floor is haunted by the absent-
present, the ghost of the ceramic donkey, Ephraim...
Ephraim, created by Lidia Zavadsky in 2000; whitened

and re-sculpted in Styrofoam, the green donkey is granted

an iconic status here, like the "Nimrod" of the ceramic
world. Zavadsky died on the altar of art and ceramics
from firing toxic lead glazes. The green donkey to whom
she gave life, rose like a golem on its creator, and repaid
her by taking her life. Around Zavadsky's "taxidermied
donkey," artist Hila Amram created Fauna & Flora, an
installation simulating a sanitary green meadow. Its title
fuses the animal and plant kingdoms via the figures of
Fauna, ancient Roman goddess of wild nature and fertility

and Flora, goddess of flowers and plant life.

Floor I1: Itamar Levy & Uri Shapira

[tamar Levy's works are explicitly "amateurish."

In "Donkey" he exposes, for the first time, atomic
reactors which he created from leftover clay.

Uri Shapira responds to Levy's caricature-like mini-
monuments with a floor piece comprising growths of
salts, crystals, and chemical substances which simulate
emission of sooty smoke, bespeaking an apocalyptic

ecological holocaust.

From Ground Floor to Rooftop: Roy Maayan

Roy Maayan's work Donkeys consists of scores of small
green donkeys created via a technique of press molding;
a miniature terracotta army that invades the building's
exhibition spaces, outlining a route, climbing the steps

from the ground floor to the "meadow" on the rooftop.

Shelves: Roy Maayan

Roy Maayan's installation, Ephraim is Back, inquires
what is between a shop and art, a highly pertinent
question when it comes to ceramicists. The gallery's
permanent shelves, which usually carry ceramic works
for sale, were transformed into a shop that sells signed

shirts in limited edition.
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