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TANIA ENGELSTEIN - Structures: Chapter Two

Tania Engelstein works in creative freedom, foregrounding the
plastic-formal aspect as she creates a clean and original object.
Her early work was characterized by the making of vessels on the
potter's wheel, while concurrently producing vessels and objects
solely by link work, tier upon tier.

In a certain sense, the structures expressed the artist's connection
with the local architecture from the early part of the century. The
objects were square bodies with or without legs, but the affinity to
the vessel is always sustained as an abstract object with defined
sides, as a container that is somehow closed yet open. The form

of the touch and the hand-imprint in the clay constitutes Tania
Engelstein's handwriting and identity card.

The structures in the present phase tend to more emphasis on
their essence as vessels, still possessed of an abstract presence,
but different in their formal essence and their dimensions. There
is an emergence from the square, towards the spiritual structure
that draws its inspiration from the towers and turrets of the East.

In fact, these are architectural and symmetrical geometrical
objects with a dominant presence, that bear planned miniature
ornamental motifs. They are a blend of sculpture and of drawing
by means of a delicate engraving, hinting at traits of an ancient
culture that constitute a contrast to the heaviness of the object
and the emphasis of its massive monumentality.

A polyphonic dialogue takes place here, involving the texture
and the form in the open space, the space enclosed in the

object and the contrasts and identities in the structures, and the
movement around them which moves upwards towards the
magical domes, which may also be altars-this, by means of the
birds, a familiar motif which in Engelstein's work is a symbol of
the optimism that is embodied in her creations and is part of her
being.

Ina Aruetty, Curator
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TANIA ENGELSTEIN

1950 - Born in Israel

[971-75 - Studies ceramics at Bezalel Academy of Art, Jerusalem

ONE-PERSON EXHIBITIONS
1988 - "Circles in Clay"-Art Workshop Gallery, Yavne
1991 - "Buildings" - Mapu Gallery, Tel-Aviv

GROUP EXHIBITIONS

1989 - "The Creator and the Clay" - Rechovot, Bat-Yam

1992 - "Ceramics from Israel" - Gera, Germany

1992 - "Ceramic Artists Association" - Beit Kahana, Ramat-Gan, and Istanbul

1993 - "Receptacles" - Beit Kahana, Ramat-Gan

Initiative: Arts & Culture Authority Administration: Eli Lavi Curator: Ina Aruetty
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